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Submission of papers to Mechanisms of Development is understood to imply that the data contained therein have not previously been published (except in abstract form) nor are being considered for publication elsewhere, and that they have been tacitly or explicitly approved by the responsible authorities in the laboratories where the work was carried out. Manuscripts submitted under multiple authorship are reviewed on the assumption that all listed authors concur with the submission and have approved the final manuscript. If accepted, the paper shall not be published either whole or in part elsewhere in the same or any other language without the consent of the Publisher. Submission also implies the transfer of the copyright from the author to the Publisher.
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Organisation of the manuscript
The general organisation of the sections, nomenclature, reference system, etc., are the same as those adopted by the major cell biology journals (e.g., Cell, The EMBO Journal).
Manuscripts should be typewritten/printed double-spaced with wide margins throughout; those produced with dot-matrix printers are not acceptable. Words to be printed in italics are to be in italic font or underlined. Title page, abstract, tables, legends to figures and reference list should each be provided on separate sheets of paper. The title page should include: the title, the name(s) and affiliation(s) of the author(s), an address for correspondence, and telephone/fax numbers and e-mail address for editorial queries. All articles should include an Abstract (a single paragraph) of no more than 120 words and 36 key words for abstracting and indexing purposes. The text should be ordered under the following headings: Introduction, Results, Discussion (may be combined with Results), Experimental Procedures, Acknowledgements (when appropriate), References.
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Authors are encouraged to submit illustrations electronically with the hard copy. Submitting illustrations in an electronic format helps Elsevier to produce an author's work to the best possible standards ensuring accuracy, clarity and a high level of detail. For more detailed specifications on submitting electronic illustrations, please see the following webpage: http://www.elsevier.com/locate/authorartwork
Colour figures
The cost of colour reproduction will not be charged to the author. However, the decision to publish figures in colour will be left to the Editors' discretion.
Tables
All tables must be cited in the text and have titles. Number them consecutively with Arabic numerals. Table titles should be complete but brief. Information other than that defining the data should be presented as footnotes. Only horizontal rules should be included, and kept to a minimum.
References
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the references. Only published articles and those in press (the journal should be stated) may be included; unpublished results and personal communications should be cited as such in the text. In the text a reference should be cited by author and date; where there are more than two authors, state first author's name followed by 'et al.' References should be listed alphabetically at the end of the paper and include, in the following order: all authors (surnames followed by initials), year, the full title of the article, journal title (abbreviated according to the 
Ethics of experimentation
Authors describing investigations in animals or on human tissue must specify that the research conformed to the stipulations of the appropriate institutional review body and ethics committee.
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Publication of a research article in Mechanisms of Development is taken to imply that the authors are prepared to distribute materials, used in the published experiments (e.g. cells, DNA, antibodies), to academic researchers for their own use. Nucleic acid and protein sequences should be deposited in the appropriate databases.
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